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Environmental Study of Shirdi Tourism Center, Tehsil Rahata, District
Ahmednagar

Sonawane Vinayak Vijay

Department of Geography, Ar’s, Commerce & Science College, Alkuti,
Tal.: Parner, District | Ahmednagar Pincode : 414305 Maharashtra, India.

vinayaksonawane{95 @ l.com

Introduction: Ahmednagar 1s district of Maharashtra which 15 blessed by many natural,
religious, historical places. It 1s known as the land of saints, there are 14 tahsils in Ahmednagar
district. This district divide three part of physiographical firstly mountain, secondly plain and
thirdly pleaty. Rahata tahsil are included in plan area and Shirdi included n Rahata tahsil,
Ahmednagar 15 known as district of sugar industry. Shirdi is a city and municipal council
situated in Rahata Tahsil in Ahmednagar district in State of Maharashtra. It falls on
Ahmednagar Manmad State High Way (No. 10) at 82 km away from Ahmednagar and 15 Km
from Kopargaon, 96 Km from Nashik and 80 Km from Shani Shinganapur.

Religious and Historical Background: The history of Shird: 1s most parallel to the history of
legends of Shri Saibaba. It was after the arrival and stay of Shn Saibaba that Shird: became a
noted religious pilgrim place. There is very hittle documentation about Shirds before the arrival
of Shn Smbaba. But definitefy Shirdi was a small hamlet with mainly farmers and traders
inhabitation the place, Shirdi came to prominence after the arrival of Shri Sai Baba. The district
Gazetteer of the Ahmednagar district first published in 1884 does not mention about Shirdi,
Shei Saibaba arrived in the Year 1858 along with a marriage party come from Dhoopkheda Tal
- Paithan, Dist- Aurangabad at the age of I8 years. A goldsmith by the name Mhalsapati
addressed him as “Aao Sai Aao™ and welcomed him to the Khandoba temple on the outskirts of
the village, this 1s how Shri Sai Baba get his name no one knows the post of Shn Saibaba
before this, not even his real name or hus religion.

Shrt Saibaba spent the rest of his time in Shirdi. He spend his days cither in the mosque
now “Dawrakamai Masjid™ the “Chavadi”. Shn Saibaba led a very simple hife he spread the
message of faith, equality, brotherhood, service and peace to the people of Shirdi. The local
villages took care of him and slowly his acts of faith and kindness spread to the surrounding
areas as well he believed to have cured many people of their discases and helped a number of
people in distress through his spiritual powers. Thus, people regarded him as a holy man many
people started visiting him to seek his blessings. Shri Saibaba took personal interest in the
cleanliness of Shirdi and he renovates the Hanuman Temples, constructed Shani temple,

As the fame and popular of Shri Saibaba spread many people started visiting Shirdi
The local people would accommodate them in their “wadas™ (Traditional Name) Shn
Bapusaheb Buty from Nagpur also constructed one such big “wadas”. Shn Saibaba put down
his body o 15™ Oct. 1918, the day of Dassera. His Samadhi is constructed in the same house
built by Shri Bapusaheb Buty, which 1s now the main Samadhi Mandir. During the British rule
Puntamba which s about 20km from Shirdi was on the trade route from ahmednagar to
malegaon, The town of Rahata the present tahsil head quarter was the chief center of the grain
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trade in Kopergaon area. It became a more prominent town after the Daund Manmad railway
line was opened mn the year 1878-1884. Besides the mformation on these ncarby locating
around shirdi not much mformation s available on the history s the importance of the place
therefore the arrival of Shri Satbaba.”

Geographical Location: Shird: 15 situated in Rahata Tahsil to 1ts North Kopargaon and West
direction 1o Sangamner, Akole Tahsil, East direction Shrirampur, Newasa and South direction
Rahuri Tahsil Rahata Tahsil total area is 60,411 Ha, and total villages 60 and total population
2, 88,003 But Shirds situsted in Rahata tahsil. Shirdi Tourism Centre total area of 1298 .40 ha
and Total population 26,169 (2001) and its geographical location of Shirdi at 19" 45° North
latitude and 74° 25° East longitude.

Location Map

[‘ g .-"—? bt rw
r:f cj

‘ﬂe /___:] + b= TR0
c-"*"—' > T

O ee T4 N0 0w

Physical Features:The Ahmednagar district has three main rehief features. The Sahyadn ull
ranges with its thereof Peak Kalsubai Adula, Baleshwar and Hanschandragad Range. The
sccond feature is the plateaus at a geneal elevation of 600 m. There are two such plateaus the
Akola plateau and Jamkhed plateau. The third relief feature 1s the basin of the Godavan
(Northern Part of the district) and Bhima (Southem part of the district) rivers, Shirdi lies in the
Godavan Basm.

a. Topegraphy:Shirdi located at an altitude of 502.6 m above the mean sca level. The town is
located in the Godavani Basinon a fairly even terrain. The river runs almost parallel to the town
at a distance of 19 km from the town The Godavan originates in the Sahyadn Ranges near
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Trimbak and enters Kopargaon Tehsil at village Wadgaon. It flows in the South East direction
through rich alluvial plains.

b. Geology: The entire Ahmednagar district forms part of the Deccan Gazett province which
covers 2.1% of the state Shirdi lies in the Rahata tahsil, this tahsil was recently carned out of
Kopargaon tahsil. Godavart River drans this entire arca The region around Shirds
predommantly consists of the compound phaochoe flows, the flow consists of several small
units all of them have an identical geometry and dominant characteristics. Normally these units
are 10 to 100 m in diameter each and 2 10 20 m in height at its centre with bus shaped
geometry. The surface of the umit is thin chiseled, glasses, red crust with ornamentation or ropy
surface. The phaochoe flow yields rocks mat are used in road construction of as aggregates,
Dukes are absent around Shirdi Alluvial deposits are found along the niver courses of Pravara
and Godavari *

C. Soils Characteristics:The Kopargaon Shirdi belt 1s part of the Godavan basin and 1s
popularty known as the sugar belt of the regron. 1t 1s one of the most fertile parts of the district.
Soils m the region vary from medium soil to decp black soil. Arca under medium soil s
847.4359 Km and that under deep black soil 1s 107.37 km. These two types of soils have good
depth and there by good moisture retension capacity medium soils are 22 to 65 cm deep and
have moisture saturation of 65 to 67 mm. The deep black soils have depth’s above 60 cm and
moisture retention up to 140 mm. The details of soil types given below.’

Table No- |
Soil Type Rainfall | Soil Status :)Vrlt.er Nutrient status
aimage | N P K
Medium and Deep : Saline = ' ' :
soil (Black Soil) Medium | ) saline soil | o™ Low |Low |High

d. Water Bodies: There are no sigmficant water bodies such as lakes and ponds in and around
Sharde.

¢. Surface Water: There are no rivers flowing i the town. Two streams namely lendi and sira
uscd to flow near the Sai Samadhi temple, which has now dried up. One small stream called the
Laxmi Nala passesby the town, The sewerage from the town is disposed in the stream and the
water s used for agricultural purpose

Drainage Map
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f. Ground Water:The town and the nearby areas are substantially depending on ground water
for domestic and inigation use m Rahata tchsil 36% of the total imigated arca 1s dependent on
open well and tube well for irngation. The ground water depth varies from 5 10 15 meters.”

g. Forest and Vegetation: There 1s no forest arcas adkoimng Shirdi town. The predominant
species found in the arca are Bor, Babhul, Prosopis. Capparis and Euphorbia. Some of the other
species such as Ain (Terminahia tomentosa), Beneda ( Terminahia bellenca), Neem (Azadicanita
indica). Maharuk (Aslanthus excelsa) etc. Forest arcas around Shirdi’s the details are given
below.*

Table No: 2
Sr. No. Name of the Forest Range / | Area in Ha Distance from Shirdi
Village
1 Korhala 34094 1.8 km to the West
2 Kakadi 491.13 6.5 Km to the West
3 Kokamthan 37.67 6.6 Km to the North
4 Sade 1443 5.5 Km to the North

h. Climate:Shirdi has a dry climate. It has the typical three season as expernenced by most area
on the Deccan plateau. The summer scason starts from mid-March and continues till June. The
carly showers of monsoon begin i June and the season contmucs till Sept. This followed by
wanter from mid Oct to Feb end. Hot and dry winds blow from the North East till the naddle of
May. Afier this the weather becomes sultry till the South East monsoon sets in which continues
ull Oct.
i. Temperature:The temperature varies substantially duning the vear though the average
minimum and maximum are temp 26.6% and 41% respectively. In reality during summers the
maximum temperature gores as high as 43¢ in winter the temperature goes down slow as 10%,
j- Humidity:Shirdi is located the climate becomes city mean humidity varies from 34% 10 80%
in the moming and 17% to 64% in the evening depending on the temperature. '
k. Wind:For major part of the wind direction is from North West. In winter its flow 1s from the
South West to North West. The sky 15 usually clear throughout the fear and visibilhity s good.:
L. Rainfall: The ramnfall s mamnly due to South West monsoon winds. The average rainfall 1s

42 cm the monsoon season in Shirdi starts in the month of the June and continues till late

Sept. Graph No : 2.1
RAIN FALL
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Digital Marketing: Opportunities and Challenges

The Role of ICT in Women Empowerment
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Arts, Commerce & Scicnce College Alkuti,Tal-Parner, Dist.- A.Nagar

Abstract:-

The status of women is considered to be inferior even after her great contribution
to society. It is the right time for women to stand for her. Women empowerment is a
bumning issue these days. Various NGOs are working for the betterment of women and
give them training for self-independence. Government is also taking this issue seriously
and has announced various policies in favor of women. In this scenario Information and
Communication Technology is also playing an important role. Therefore, their
participation in ICT must be taken into consideration. Women must be given a chance
of adopting new technology. If it is done they can develop their skills in business, share
markets. ICT is main source of women empowerment. With the use of it women can
understand issues related to their education, health and jobs. Through ICT women can
achieve technique of decision making.

Key-words-

Women, ICT, jobs, empowerment, decision making, Education, and Social Change
Awareness.

Introduction:-

Nature of our society is male dominating from starting so work done by women
were never recognized and appreciated. Nobody has ever mentioned about their
contribution in music. The famous musician Jane Pirone has created
www.drummergirl.com as a reaction to negative experiences faced by her. Hermotto
was to encourage future female drummers like her. Her efforts also bring to notice the
importance of ICT as without paying anything all the people can get information about
female drummers on web. She has mentioned that WWW gave hera platform to bring
social change. Competiveness of the countries mainly depends on the present status of
ICT sectors. The government business and individuals are the important stakeholders
who have responsibility of adopting new technologies. There are three basic tools in
the new era of globalization. They are knowledge, information and information
technology. Without them situation of a person seems to be backward. ICT has been
used as the instrument to provide, store and control the information. The country needs
wide scope of developments. It is possible if information and communication
technologies are used with positive thinking. The problem of poverty can be brought
under the control and the task of women empowerment can be successfully
implemented.

Problems of Women education-

Knowledge and information lead a person to save him or her from poverty.

They will help women in the process of development at all levels of life. When we
look back into the traditional way of life women were far away from the stream of
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education, information and knowledge. They were kept within limit by social, cultural
and domestic codes. India is developing country where women are conservative. Tt isfact
tlfat without women development one may not think of standard living. Women and
girls are given education up to tenth level and are not allowed to complete higher
education. Women are also prohibited travelling and discussion with malc beings.
These are the basic causes for women to remain backward in technology based
knowledge. If women are given priority in the ficld of technical education and ICT it
will become their knowledge assct and they will be recognized as the equal contributors
of the technological field. Women are well known of the local atmosphere: therefore
they can easily understand socio-economic needs of womensection in the society.
Need of ICT Education to women:-

In India, as elsewhere in the developing world, women play a central role in family,
community and social development. However, women often remain invisible and
unheard. Women more than men have to balance the complexities of surviving in
extreme poverty, yet these women are excluded from discussion because they are often
illiterate, they lack confidence and they lack mobility. ICT offer theopportunities for
direct, interactive communication even by those who lack skills, who are illiterate, lack
mobility and have little sclf-confidence. Here are some aspects of life which have a
direct influence of ICT especially on women:

i. Women’s increased access to job Market and improve entrepreneurship
usingICT
ii. Increase of average household income in villages
iii. Women empowerment
iv. Shrinking Information Asymmetry through ICT.
v. Improved Govemance
vi. Indigenous Knowledge
vii. Easy-Family communication
viii. Increase Social awareness
What will be results?

If the women are given a chance of gaining knowledge of ICT they will have job
opportunities at high proportion. The women can get a source of income if they are
made expert in Internet Work. They may go anywhere in the native land or abroadfor
work according to their abilities. ICT is a new way of interaction between two people,
government officers and public and various institutions. ICT is useful to storethe
information which is useful for the future time. Responsibility of task can be shouldered
by the women community. The views and attitudes are changed from time to time.
People live in different parts of the country and outside. Therefore, sharing of views
is the need of the present time. It helps to change mind and attitudeof the person.

The Problems ~

There are many obstacles in the way Lo begin ICT education to the women
community. Expression of thoughts is the basic human right. Inferior status, low
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education, information and knowledge. They were kept within limit by social, cultural
and domestic codes. India is devcloping country where women are conservative. Ttisfact
tlfat without women development one may not think of standard living. Women and
girls are given education up to tenth level and are not allowed to complete higher
education. Women are also prohibited travelling and discussion with male beings.
These are the basic causes for women to remain backward in technology based
knowledge. If women are given priority in the ficld of technical education and ICT it
will become their knowledge assct and they will be recognized as the equal contributors
of the technological ficld. Women are well known of the local atmosphere: therefore
they can easily understand socio-economic needs of womensection in the society.
Need of ICT Education to women:-

In India, as elsewhere in the developing world, women play a central role in family,
community and social development. However, women often remain invisible and
unheard. Women more than men have to balance the complexities of surviving in
extreme poverty, yet these women are excluded from discussion because they are often
illiterate, they lack confidence and they lack mobility. ICT offer theopportunities for
direct, interactive communication even by those who lack skills, who are illiterate, lack
mobility and have little self~confidence. Here are some aspects of life which have a
direct influence of ICT especially on women:

i. Women’s increased access to job Market and improve entrepreneurship
usingICT
ii. Increase of average household income in villages
iii. Women empowerment
iv. Shrinking Information Asymmetry through ICT.
v. Improved Govemance
vi. Indigenous Knowledge
vii. Easy-Family communication
viii. Increase Social awareness
What will be results?

If the women are given a chance of gaining knowledge of ICT they will have job
opportunities at high proportion. The women can get a source of income if they are
made expert in Internet Work. They may go anywhere in the native land or abroadfor
work according to their abilities. ICT is a new way of interaction between two people,
government officers and public and various institutions. ICT is useful to storethe
information which is useful for the future time. Responsibility of task can be shouldered
by the women community. The views and attitudes are changed from time to time.
People live in different parts of the country and outside. Therefore, sharing of views
is the need of the present time. It helps to change mind and attitudeof the person.

The Problems ~

There are many obstacles in the way to begin ICT education to the women
community. Expression of thoughts is the basic human right. Inferior status, low
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education or illiteracy, low-income source and socio-cultural facts do not allow themto

seck external information, Because of this they are not acquainted with market
cconomy,
Bencefits-

1. ICT can give them opportunity to have contact with people to share views
regarding busincss, share markets and developments of different works.

2. This is main source for women’s empowerment and participation of
women in various democratic activities.

3. If the women are provided the facilitics of ICT they can have a scope for
Job and can understand the issues related to them and the society which
are known and unknown to them.

4. Through ICT women can enlarge the power of decision making.
Women’s ability of working will be disclosed to the men beings in the
ficld ofeconomics.

Women are busy only in the family needs and meetings which do not allow them to
be acquainted with global economic sphere. It is need in the present time to equip them
with computer use, English language and business skills. The difference between
women having ICT skills and unknown of ICT will automatically be ceased.

Women’s empowerment is focused on increasing their power to take control over
decisions that shape their lives, including in relation to access to resources, participation
in decision-making and control over distribution of benefits. For womenwho can access
and use them, ICT offer potential, especially in terms of reducing poverty, improving
governance, overcoming isolation, and providing a voice. However,existing persistent
gender discrimination in labour markets, in education and trainingopportunities, and
allocation of financial resources for entrepreneurship and business development,
negatively impact on women’s potential to fully utilize ICT for economic, social and
political empowerment. ICT training helps women in the work like disaster
management, leadership, health, child development and education.There are some best
examples of ICT use in Pondicherry. It has been helping the women in the small
products like soft toys, candles, bags and many utility products. Gujarat state uses
information and technology in the dairy sector. ICT is useful tool for the exchange of
information between the farmer women and the union. Due to use of information
technology women can manage cattle industry and develop production of quality
milk. It also helps dairy officials to organize veterinary, artificialinsemination and cattle
feed.

Warna Project uses information system in Marathi. It is used for sellingagricultural
products in Pune and other big places in the State of Maharashtra. The women and men
in the villages update information every day. Women empowerment is in the center of
human and national development. It isresponsibility of everybody in the society to take
efforts to have women participationin the ICT programmes. Their talent and abilities in
business must be used. If womenare allowed to participate in the various segments of
economy it will help thenational economy to become stable.
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Conclusion:-

Women must be given learning in science and technology so that they‘cen
understand difficulties of health, economics, and poverty. Women entrepreneurship in
science and technology will help women to get recognition as the contributor.s and
leaders. The women will do the best for the society. The majority of women in the
developing world do not have access to ICTs due to variety of barriers as such the
infrastructural, social, cultural and linguistic. To make women independent, powerful
and strong in all fields with the help of ICT necessary actions are to be taken at regional,
national and international level. ICT has made a tremendous impact in imparting
knowledge on modern technology and its uses. NGOs, SHGs working in the field,

governmental agencies and other private agencies have also extended theirhelp to
promote ICT among the women.
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Shirdi Saj Rural Institute (SSRI) was established in 1997 as a public trust by the visic
Balasaheb Vikhe Patil (Padma Bhushan awardee), Ex-Minister, Govt; of lndfa?g:uh:d:’:%wtégs i
with the moral support of Late Dr. Y.'K. Alagh  (Former Unfon Minister of. Stafe mm', “nd
Technology, Govt. of India). The institute is doing progress under-the able guidance of Namdar Shri
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, (Minister. for Revenue; Animal Husbandry and Dafry.Dévelopment; Govt,
of Maharashtra) and Dr. Sujay Vikhe Patil, (Member of Parliament and Chief Executive Omce:' SSRI' !
Pravaranagar). , .y s i

SSRI was established on the ideas and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, particularly conce ng
agriculture and rural development. The envisioned role of SSRI'fs to function as a catalyst for
promoting rural development in the region . e »

Arts, Science and Commerce College, Rahata was established in June 1997, Late. Dr, Balasaheb
Vikhe Patil, (Padma Bhushan awardee) Namdar Shri. Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and, Late Dr. Y.
K.Alagh had a vision in their mind while starting this College. The strength of students was 141
' it was established, now strength is 1800+. Since then the college has been progressing. The college

o

i¥ is located very close to holy place of Lord Sai Baba Shirdi. In the areaof 21 Acers, 43 teaching and 28

non-teaching staff are taking effort to add the feathers in its cap. College is permanently affiliated
to Savitribai Phule Pune University, and included in section 12 (b)and 2(f) of UGC.

Flourishing as a higher learning Centre in the region,. for the upliftment of the poor and
talented students 'Earn and Learn Scheme, skilled and entrepreneurship programme '’ are run by the
College. For the excellent academic results, teachers are improving themselves through
orientation, refresher, FDP course and research work. To inculcate the research culture among the
student institute has started Shrimati Sindhutai Vikhe Patil Research Felloship for PG students and
Late Dr. Balasaheb Vikhe Patil (Padma Bhushan Awardee) special achievement scholarship is given
to students achievement for special proficiency in education , social, sports , NCC, NSS etc.

In recognition of the excellent educational facilities provided and services rendered tg the
rural masses, the college has received 'Best Rural College’ Award from Savitribai Phule Pune
University in the 2013. In academic year 2011-12 Student Welfare Board, Savitribai Phule Pune
University has honored the college with “Best College Award”. Also NAAC has reaccredited the
college at “B++” Grade in 2018-19. The college is just 5 kms away from Lord Sai Baba's Shirdi and 60
kms away from Lord Shani Shinganapur.
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